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Introductions



Question?

How many federally recognized Tribes are there in 
Washington State?



1. Support Meaningful Tribal/College G2G Relationships
2. Land Acknowledgements (Authentic)
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Tribal Government Affairs Task?                          To Facilitate G2G between Who? And Where?
WA 29 Federally Recognized Tribes                       WA 34 Community and Technical Colleges



OVERVIEW OF WASHINGTON STATE PUBLIC EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS
Formal G2G Relationships through 

Tribal Consultation Protocols, Processes and Policies across 29 Tribes

• 295 WA State Public School  
Districts

• 9 Educational Service  
Districts

• 7 State-Tribal Education  
Compact Schools

• 34 COMMUNITY & 
TECHNICAL  COLLEGES

• 6 Public Four-Year Colleges  
& Universities



Before we begin, it’s best to know and understand the land your institution resides? 
Land Acknowledgements are more complex than looking at a map for the nearest Tribe(s). 

12 Confederated Tribes of the Colville Indian Reservation 14 Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation

To create an authentic Land Acknowledgement, please partner with local federally recognized Tribes. 



Who?



Way’ 
WELCOME/Hello



Learn more about  
Tribal Sovereignty

Learn more about Government-to-
Government relationships

Tribal Nations are Sovereigns Recognized by the U.S. Constitution

Why Tribal Engagement is
Unique
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What is Tribal 
Sovereignty?
What is Tribal Sovereignty? –
YouTube

And, why 
Government-To-
Government?
Tribal Sovereignty —
Domestic Policy Caucus

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L2SiuV_X_ys
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L2SiuV_X_ys
https://www.domesticpolicycaucus.com/tribal-sovereignty
https://www.domesticpolicycaucus.com/tribal-sovereignty


Why Partner with Tribes?
Strong Tribal Economies Benefit All Washingtonians- Home Page - Washington Indian Gaming Association

WA 29 Federally Recognized Tribes Generate:
-------------------------------------ECONOMIC ACTIVITY-------------------------------------
$6.6 billion                                      $1.5 billion                                        $1.2 billion
Gross state product                       in wages & benefits                         in State & local taxes
-------------------------------------------------JOBS--------------------------------------------------------

37,371             54,000 1 in 86
Direct employment                jobs traced back to Tribes                                    WA Jobs

IMPROVING LIVES-Tribes in Washington are making significant investments in the state’s quality of life. They 
are large employers, fiscally independent governments and contributors to the public good. Growing tribal 
economies fund schools, housing programs, health clinics, environmental rehabilitation, infrastructure 
development, law enforcement, firefighting and other public services for Indians and non-Indians alike.
2022 The Economic and Community Benefits of Tribes in Washington at www.washingtontribes.org

https://www.washingtonindiangaming.org/
http://www.washingtontribes.org/


AUTHOR is an Economist and Research Affiliate of the Harvard Project on American Indian Economic 
Development at the Kennedy School of Government, and a Senior Policy Associate at the Native 
Nations Institute, Udall Center for Studies in Public Policy, University of Arizona. 

Jonathan Taylor is an economist with expertise in 
natural resources, gaming, and American Indian 
economic development. He provides counsel to tribes 
and bands in the United States and Canada, including 
public policy analysis, strategic advice, and economic 
research. He has offered expert testimony in litigation 
and other public proceedings for many Native 
American groups. Taylor is President of the Taylor 
Policy Group, an economics and public policy 
consultancy, He holds a Master of Public Policy from 
Harvard University (1992) and a Bachelor of Arts in 
Politics from Princeton University (1986). A current CV 
is available at taylorpolicy.com

Education & Training 
Opportunities are Healing 

Tools for Tribal Communities.

“Tribes are running business 
enterprises, not to maximize 

profits, but to benefit 
communities. Gaming opens the 

door to possibilities.” 

W. Ron Allen Chairman of 
Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe



– RCW 43.376  WA State Agencies 

HOW?



• Consult with Tribes on Policies impacting their Community
• Develop a Tribal Advisory Board
• Designate a Tribal Relations Liaison
• G2G Training w College Leaders | Cabinets | Faculty
• Develop Tribal Student Pathways | Pipelines

Tribal engagement goes beyond land  
acknowledgement to build meaningful  
relationships with local Tribes

In Washington, state agencies are required to  build 
G2G relationships with federally-recognized  Tribes 
(2012 Title 43 Chapter 43.376 RCW), which  affects 
all public educational institutions.

Early
Learning

(IPEL)

OSPI K-12 & Tribal  
Compact Schools  

(WSNEAC)

WA Tribes  
(G2G)

4-Year Colleges  
& Universities

(TLAB)

Community &  
Technical Colleges  

(WCAAB)

Formal relationships between WA public education 
systems and WA federally-recognized Tribes

Tribal G2G Relationship Building in Washington State
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GOAL #1- PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: Train
WA CTC Leaders on RCW 43.376 G2G Relationship
Building
• EA WA G2G Summit 7 CTCs & 5 Tribes (BBCC)
• Olympic Peninsula G2G Summit 1 CTC & 6 Tribes
• 5 STAR Consortium & 3 Tribes (SCC)

Tribal Flags hang in the back of the House of Learning (Peninsula College)

Government-to-government summits at Big Bend CC (left) and Peninsula CC (right)

WA Community and Technical College’s G2G Summits-Round Table Gatherings with Tribes
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Region (host) Colleges Tribes Dates
V. NORTHWESTERN WA 
REGION
(Skagit Valley College-
Mountain Vernon, WA)
*President Christopher 
Villa

Whatcom Community 
College
Bellingham Technical 
College
*Skagit Valley College

Lummi Tribe
Stillaguamish Tribe
Upper Skagit Tribe
Swinomish Tribe
Sauk-Suiattle Tribe
Nooksack Tribe
Samish Indian nation

June 7, 2023

IV. SOUTHWESTERN 
REGION
(Grays Harbor College-
Aberdeen, WA) 
*President Brewster

*Grays Harbor College
Olympia College
South Puget Sound College
Centralia College
Lower Columbia College
Clark College

Squaxin Island Tribe
Quinault Nation
Shoalwater Bay Tribe
Skokomish Tribe
Nisqually Tribe
Confederated Tribes 
of the Chehalis
Suquamish
Cowlitz Tribe

April 26, 2023

VI. SEATTLE & TACOMA 
REGION
(Renton Technical 
College-Renton, WA)
*President Yoshiko 
Harden

North Seattle College
Seattle Central College
South Seattle College
Bellevue College
*Renton Technical College
Tacoma Community College
Bates Technical College
Green River College
Highline College
Pierce College-Fort 
Steilacoom
Pierce College-Puyallup
Highline College
Clover Park Technical 
College

Snoqualmie Tribe
Puyallup Tribe
Muckleshoot Tribe

SU  (TBD)

Region (Host) Colleges Tribes Dates
I. EA WA REGION 
(*Big Bend Community College-
Moses Lake, WA)
*President Sara Thompson 
Tweedy

Community Colleges of 
Spokane
• Spokane Community 

College
• Spokane Falls 

Community College
Columbia Basin College
Walla Walla College
*Big Bend Community 
College
Wenatchee Valley College
Yakima Valley Community 
College

Kalispel Tribe
Spokane Tribe of 
Indians
Colville Confederated 
Tribes
Yakama Nation
Nez Perce Tribe

November 14, 
2022

II. PENINSULA REGION
(*Peninsula Community College-
Port Angeles, WA)
*President Suzy Ames

*Peninsula Community 
College

Port Gamble S’Klallam 
Tribe
Jamestown S’Klallam 
Tribe
Lower Elwa Klallam 
Tribe
Makah Tribe
Hoh Tribe
Quileute Tribe

January 17, 
2023

III. NORTH SEATTLE REGION
(*Shoreline College-Shoreline 
WA.)
*President Jack Kahn

5 Star Consortium
Everett Community College
*Shoreline Community 
College
Edmonds Community College
Lake Washington Technical 
College
Cascadia College

Tulalip Tribe
Suquamish Tribe
Muckleshoot Tribe
Snoqualmie Tribe

February 17, 
2023

2022-2023 WA CTC & Tribal Leaders
Government-To-Government Summit



Yakima College American 
Indian and Indigenous 
Studies – Indigenous 
Faculty

Wenatchee Valley College first to hire Tribal 
Relations Director reports to President-the 
Development of American Indian Indigenous 
Studies Program with DTA to University of 
WA American Indian Studies Program

Cascadia College Tribal 
Liaison/Tenured Faculty Track -
American Indian Indigenous Studies

WA CTCs making space for Indigenous 
Knowledge systems & more. 
• Partnerships between Tribal 

Governments, Businesses & 
Enterprises, Education & Health 
Services

• Develop Local Tribal Advisory Boards
• Create Formal MOA/MOUs on Tribal 

Student Pathways & Retention Plans
• Designing Workforce and Adult/Basic 

Educ Programs to meet Tribal 
workforce needs (cohorts)

Peninsula & Wenatchee Valley College –
Tribal Language Courses taught by Tribal 
Certified Linguists 

Green River College new 
Indigenous Student Success 
Center and Tribal Liaison. 

Grays Harbor College Native 
Case Studies in partnership w 
Tribes and Evergreen -Tribal 
Advisory Board.

WA CTCs Highlights



DRAFT



CLIMATE SOLUTIONS – Tribal Stewards Project
Dr. Irene Shaver, Administrator

SBCTC-Education Division



Climate Solutions Program Focus Areas



850 miles

Climate Solutions - Creating Pathways for Future Tribal Stewards
How I come to this work 



Climate Solutions - Creating Pathways for Future Tribal Stewards
Tribes are Visionaries in Land, Food, & Water Stewardship & Green Economies
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Lynn Palmanteer-Holder, Colville PhC (ABD) 
Director Tribal Government Affairs -SBCTC

Maya Esquivido, Nor Rel Muck Wintu - Hupa 
(MSW), Graduate Intern, Tribal Government 
Affairs - SBCTC

Irene Shaver PhD, SBCTC Climate Solutions 
Program Administrator - SBCTC

Climate Solutions - Creating Pathways for Future Tribal Stewards
The Team

Curriculum Lead: 

Micah McCarty, Makah Artist, Former Chairman of 
the Makah Tribe, and Hereditary Custodian

Tribal Scholars & Co-Designers:

Melodi Wynne, Spokane PhD

John Sirois, Colville MA

Rodney Cawston, Colville PhC (ABD)

Honorable Kristopher Peters , Chairman Squaxin Island Tribe MA

CTC Pilot Partners & Co-Designers: 

Spokane Natural Resource Faculty & Admin (Jaclyn Jacot) 

Grays Harbor Natural Resource Faculty & Admin



Goals: 
1) Support a just pathway that reduces disparities in Tribal students thriving at 
our CTCs and in accessing Indigenous climate science scholarship and realizing 
Tribal community environmental and economic justice. 

2) Create opportunities for Tribal students:

• to earn an in-demand associate’s degree related to natural resources that 
incorporates Indigenous knowledge systems

• Engage in work-based learning, field classrooms, and hands-on field 
experience within traditional Tribal Territory

• To receive mentorship from Tribal employers and Tribal Scholars

• And to experience cultural relevance and continuity in partner CTC programs.

3) Form partnerships with CTCs to:

• Increase enrollment of Tribal Students

• Indigenize natural resources curriculum & instruction by integrating 
Indigenous knowledge systems & Tribal Scholars

• Support fauclty in professional learning for how to engage with Tribes, the 
value of indigenous knowledge systems and Tribal 

Government 
to 

government 
relationships 

between 
Tribes & CTCs

Green 
workforce 

development 

Future 
Tribal 

Stewards

Tribal 
employer 

partnerships 
with CTCs

Indigenous 
knowledge 
systems & 

Tribal 
curriculum

Tribal student 
pathways @ 

CTCS

Climate Solutions - Creating Pathways for Future Tribal Stewards



24

Climate Solutions - Creating Pathways for Future Tribal Stewards
An Example of the Curriculum



Tribal Consultation Processes



Education has been a healing tool within my family; public service is 
medicine to overcome intergenerational historical trauma from boarding 
schools, displacement and socio-political subjugation.

Palmanteer-Holder Workforce

• ICU Nurse Manager
• ECE Primary Elem Teacher
• Machinists
• Administrative Electrician
• Business Managers
• General Contractor
• Entrapreneurs
• Exec Director of Co. Econ Alliance
• Public Safety & Criminal Justice
• Archeologists
• Professor/Administrator
• Students
• Canine protector of horses, goats,  

steer, rabbits and cats.

Education + Tribal Engagement = Community Healing
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