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The State Board for Community and Technical Colleges declared a financial emergency for the community and technical college system yesterday, after determining the system’s budget reduction in the current biennium met the threshold established by the legislature in state law. The last time the board declared a financial emergency was June 2009 for the 2009-11 biennium.

 “These are extraordinarily challenging times, requiring us to make many difficult decisions, including this one,” said SBCTC board chair Sharon Fairchild. She acknowledged the collaborative decision-making process colleges engage in when addressing the impact of budget cuts on faculty, staff and students and encouraged continuation of that collaboration. 

The board also approved a tuition waiver for low-income Running Start students who choose to take credits in excess of what is currently covered by the state. In May – as part of their cost-saving measures – the Washington Legislature limited the reimbursement for students in the Running Start program to a combined high school and college enrollment of 1.2 FTE, which requires Running Start students to pay for college credits exceeding the new limit. The waiver also applies to low-income Running Start students taking more than 15 college credits. The waiver takes effect this winter quarter.
2011 LEGISLATIVE IMPACTS 
Information gathering to assist in the 2011 legislation continues. Thanks to all for their assistance over the summer and early fall as we continue our efforts to meet the legislative requirements and timelines.

E2SHB 1808 Creating the launch year program




· Requires all public high schools in the state to work toward the goal of offering a sufficient number of dual credit courses to give students the opportunity to earn the equivalent of one year's worth of postsecondary credit and inform students and their families about these opportunities. 
· Requires institutions of higher education to develop a master list of postsecondary courses that can be fulfilled by achieving a qualifying score on proficiency exams or by meeting demonstrated competencies. 
· Requires each institution to publicize its own list of credits or courses and provide it to the Higher Education Coordinating Board and the State Board for Community and Technical Colleges in a form that the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction can distribute to school districts. 
· Requires the Higher Education Coordinating Board to annually publish on its website the agreed-upon list of high school courses qualifying for postsecondary credit and the exam scores and demonstrated competencies meeting postsecondary requirements. (referred to as the Launch Year Act)

HB 1909 Promoting innovation at community and technology colleges (RCW 28B.15.031)         
· Creates the Community and Technical College Innovation Account to implement the Strategic Technology Plan for improving student achievement and efficiency in the community and technical college system. 
· Directs community and technical colleges to transfer up to 3 percent of operating fees to the Community and Technical College Innovation Account. 

· Authorizes expenditures from the Community and Technical College Innovation Account for projects that implement the community and technical college system's Strategic Technology Plan or to pay off debt for financing contracts authorized by the Legislature. 
· Removes the requirement for community and technical colleges to round tuition and fees to the nearest dollar amount. (RCW 28B.15.100)
SB 5463 Requiring the college board to establish minimum standards for common student identifiers 
· Requires the state board for community and technical colleges to establish minimum standards with respect to common student identifiers such that once a student has enrolled at any community or technical college he or she retains the same student identification upon transfer to any college district. (RCW 28B.50.090)
HB 1795 Enacting the higher education opportunity act 

Establishes the higher education opportunity act to:

I. Tuition Policy

· Provides that tuition for community and technical college students is set by the Legislature and permits the State Board for Community and Technical College to authorize differential tuition models. (RCW 28B.15.067)
· Allows financial assistance to be provided via various methods with sources from tuition revenue, locally held funds, tuition waivers or local financial aid programs.

· Requires colleges to collaborate with student associations to make every effort to communicate the American Opportunity Tax Credit and other credits to students and report on the effectiveness of these methods. (RCW 28B.15.068)
II. Accountability

· Requires higher education institutions to display accountability data on the OFM website.(RCW 28B.76.270) 
III. Dual Enrollment

· Permits that Running Start Students be charged a fee of up to 10% of tuition and fees in addition to other mandatory fees and requires all public colleges to make every effort possible to communicate available waivers to eligible low-income Running Start students. (RCW 28A.600.310)
IV. Student Financial Aid

· Requires the HEC Board, in consultation with four-year colleges and universities and the SBCTC, to develop State Need Grant award criteria and methods of disbursement based on level of need, and not solely rely on a first-come, first-served basis. (RCW 28B.92.060)
V. Transfer and Prior Credit Policy (RCW 28B.10 – New section)
· Requires four-year colleges and universities to award junior standing to a Washington CTC graduate who has earned a transferable associate of arts or sciences degree. Also requires four-year colleges to award junior standing when accepting transfer students from other Washington four-year colleges and universities.

· Requires that a graduate who has earned the direct transfer associate of arts degree will be deemed to have met the lower division general education requirements when transferring to a four-year college or university and four-year colleges must award a student junior standing when accepting transfer students from other Washington four-year colleges and universities.

· Requires any college or university to develop a minimum of one degree within the arts and sciences disciplines that can be completed within the equivalent of 90 quarter upper division credits by any student who enters a college or university with junior status and lower division general education requirements completed.

· Requires community and technical colleges to identify and publish in their admissions materials college level courses that are recognized by all four-year colleges and universities as transferable to those colleges and universities. Publication of the list of courses must be easily identified and accessible on the college's web site. (RCW 28B.50 – New section)
· Requires collaboration of higher education institutions and state agencies to increase the number of students who receive credit for prior learning and to increase the types of credits awarded for prior learning. (RCW 28B.76 – New section)
· Establishes a work group to oversee implementation of the recommendations in the December 2010 report of the State Board for Community and Technical Colleges. Defines "prior learning" and requires a report on progress.

BUDGET  

Gov. Chris Gregoire announced on September 22, 2011, that she will call legislators in for a special session, beginning November 28, 2011. Her decision came one week after Dr. Arun Raha, the state’s economist, lowered the state’s revenue forecast for the 2011–13 biennium by $1.4 billion.

Raha is expecting another negative revenue forecast November 17. Gregoire plans to tackle both negative revenue forecasts in one special session and hopes to finalize a budget with healthy reserves before Christmas. More than one month ago, Gregoire asked state agencies to detail how additional 5 to 10 percent cuts would affect their abilities to serve Washingtonians.
EFFICIENCY STUDY
The commissions submitted their final report and recommendations to WACTC on July 15, 2011.  On September 30, 2011, WACTC adopted the priority recommendations from each of the commissions. Commissions were directed to implement recommendations approved by WACTC.
COLLEGE BOUND SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
Coming to your campus in Fall 2012, the first College Bound Scholarship students! The College Bound Scholarship students will bring annual college tuition and a yearly $500 book allowance to your college. And even better, they will be high school graduates with at least a 2.0 grade point average and will be crime free as required for eligibility. Want to add these students to your prospective student list? Contact Beth Ahlstrom, HECB Program Associate for the College Bound Scholarship with all of the details. Tap into the almost 16,000 College Bound high school seniors. Also available for your prospect list are even more high school freshman, sophomores, and juniors.
TECHNOLOGY
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The ERP Project naming contest had more than 700 entries. The selection committee selected ctcLink. It represents linking people with services and information. The contest winner is Aaron Parrott. Aaron is a Secretary Senior with the Adult Basic Skills program at Wenatchee Valley College. Congratulations Aaron! He wins the $250 prize donated by the Trustees Association for Community and Technical Colleges. We want to thank TACTC for sponsoring this contest. Full details including the timeline are available at ctcLink
COUNCIL ON UNIONS AND STUDENT PROGRAMS (CUSP) 

CUSP Student Legislative Academy – November 18 and 19, 2011 - Olympia
First day will be at Capitol Hill for student mock testimony presentations. Second day will be at The Evergreen State College Longhouse with legislators and TACTC members. All students are welcome to participant. Please see your CUSP Student Leadership advisor. Registration information is available on the CUSP webpage. 
Student Voice Panel Presentation – September State Board Meeting 
As part of the Student Voice Task Force, a panel of students, who represent the demographics of our system, spoke about why they came to college, what their experiences have been and how their higher education goals support their longer term career goals. Four students were a part of the September State Board retreat on September 13, 2011 in Olympia. The students were: Dante Obcena, Student Body President, South Seattle CC; Brandon Anderson, President, Associated Student Government of Bellevue College; Machado Mijiga, Running Start, High School Honors Program and the Phi Beta Kappa Society; Jennifer M. Justice, ASG President (Outgoing), Clover Park Technical College.

eLEARNING 

Learning Management System (LMS) RFP: The current common learning management system, ANGEL, will be discontinued in 2014. On September 23, a system group started a formal RFP process for replacement of the Angel Learning Management System contract. In addition to system representatives, the group includes representatives from all six public 4-year institutions. No institution is required to use the product selected; however, the goal is to have as many institutions as possible use a single product.
Open Course Library Update: Phase 1 (42 courses) available October 31, 2011 (see http://opencourselibrary.org) and Phase 2 (39 courses) available Spring 2013. Goals of the Open Course Library are to: improve course completion rates, lower textbook costs for students, limit on textbook costs in redesigned courses is $30, provide new resources for faculty to use in their courses, and engage the global open educational resources discussion. 
Three Open Course Library Savings Projections: 1) 81 courses = 411,133 enrollments / year, 
2) Potential annual textbook savings: 411,133 enrollments x $100 textbook savings = $41M+,
3) If courses are adopted by 25 percent of the sections in the system (faculty decision), the savings to students will be $7.2M per year. Savings increase with increased adoptions.
eLearning Enrollment: In 2010-11, eLearning enrolled 31,394 state FTES or 19 percent of all state FTES. Although it slowed down, eLearning continued its growth pattern, increasing by 483 FTES or 1.6 percent. However, this was markedly less than the 66 percent growth over the previous two years. Online learning, with no face-to-face instruction, is the most popular form of eLearning, comprising 65 percent. Online learning increased by 401 state FTES, or 2 percent. Hybrid courses combine online with some face-to-face coursework. These courses continued to grow. In 2011, they increased by 1,067 state FTES or 12 percent. Lastly, WAOL ANGEL has had 99.9% uptime over the past 20 months.
UPCOMING CONFERENCES 
16th Annual Washington State Faculty and Staff of Color in Higher Education Conference (FSOCC): October 26 - 28, 2011 - Vancouver, WA
2011 Best Practices Exchange: November 2, 2011- Clover Park Technical College 
Running Start Fall Meeting: November 4, 2011 - Green River Community College, Kent Station

REPORTS
Access and Success for System Goals for People of Color in Washington Community and Technical Colleges 2011 (expected Winter 2012)
Recommendations for Harassment, Intimidation, and Bullying Prevention Report - HB 1163 (2011) requires the SBCTC to submit a report to the Legislature with recommendations for improvements in policies and procedures to the education and higher education committees of the legislature by December 1, 2011.
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